Diagnosis of rabbit haemorrhagic disease (RHD) and European brown hare syndrome (EBHS) by indirect sandwich polyclonal ELISA.
The establishment of two indirect sandwich polyclonal ELISAs for the virological diagnosis of rabbit haemorrhagic disease (RHD) and European brown hare syndrome (EBHS) is described. Each assay uses rabbit and guinea pig antisera raised to RHD or EBHS purified virus particles. The tests are sensitive and specific, but cross-reactions between rabbit haemorrhagic disease virus (RHDV) and European brown hare syndrome virus (EBHSV) are observed. Most rabbit liver homogenates identified as RHDV-positive by ELISA do not haemagglutinate human red blood cells at room temperature.